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CRI in 2002, and remains active as special assistant to
the Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Consumer Protection.

As the chief executive of a leading Al cooperative,
Tom Lyon was not content to focus only on sales and
budgets. In  addition,
Tom was a strategist and
visionary who expanded
genetic improvement pro-
grams into new areas. He
deployed staff and funding
for research projects at
universities in addition to
advancing developments
within the cooperative.
Among these efforts were
early genetic studies of
milk protein production
and protein content; sire
evaluations for calving
ease; an objective, linear
scoring system for conformation traits; and a comput-
er-based corrective mating program that was founded
on research results and genetic principles. These
programs have since become industry standards. In
the late 1980s he initiated the first dispersed nucleus
breeding scheme, utilizing multiple ovulation and em-
bryo transfer, by an Al organization in the US. In 2000,
he led creation of the Wisconsin Livestock Identifica-
tion Consortium. This became the model on which the
national livestock identification system was based.

Tom Lyon had an outstanding career of leadership
in the Al industry and brought about a remarkable
sequence of consolidations in the industry. Under
Tom’s leadership in 1985, Midwest Breeders merged
with Minnesota Valley Breeders. In the mid 1990s,
Tom brought 21st Century Genetics together with four
other regional Al cooperatives to form Genex. Genex
now serves markets throughout the United States, has
a substantial export business, and has partnerships
with counterparts in several other countries. Tom is
a past president and board member of the National
Association of Animal Breeders and Certified Semen
Services.

Lyon’s crowning achievement in cooperative leader-
ship was forming Cooperative Resources International
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Thomas L. Lyon (right) receives the 2007 ADSA Distinguished
Service Award from ADSA President Gary Hartnell (left).

(CRI) in 1993. This first-of-its-kind holding cooperative
provides business services to three subsidiary coop-
eratives including Genex, a DHIA cooperative, and a
livestock marketing cooperative.

Lyon is a strong proponent for farmer-owned coop-
eratives. He has served as president and board member
for several regional and national cooperative organiza-
tions. Tom took a special interest in higher education
and served on advisory boards for two colleges of agri-
culture and two universities. He served seven years on
the University of Wisconsin System Board of Regents
and was president of the Board for two years. Many
other business, government, and civic groups have ben-
efited from Lyon’s participation on their boards.

Tom Lyon is an individual of high integrity and ex-
ceptional vision with the political acumen necessary
to implement change. He has received more than 20
honors for his service to higher education, cooperative
enterprise, agriculture, and dairying. He often invokes
the expression “I'm just an Iowa dairy farm boy”—
the phrase reflects his humility and upbringing but
conceals his exceptional insight and leadership skills.
His contributions to the US dairy industry have been
transforming.
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